Evangelical 


Christendom 
July-August, 1914. 


The It seems to me that the basis on which we meet, in connection 
with this World's Evangelical Alliance, is nothing more or less 

the original and primitive basis of Christian unity. The 
Christians was primarily spiritual. That is to 


ve 
gay, Christians at the very first were one, and recognised each 


of Unity." other as one, because they shared a common life, and were filled 
with, and led by one and the same Spirit. We remember how 
St. Paul says to the Corinthian Christians: “By one Spirit ye 
were all baptised into one body, and were all made A 


of 
here described is spiritual and ex It was a consequential fact arising out 
primary facts of Christian experience, and necessarily determining the relation of 
Christians to each other, as parts of a great whole. I am far from saying that doctrine had 
nothing to do with this primitive unity; but I am inclined to think that its place was 


common opinions, but rather by the reception of a 
common life. Instruction in doctrine followed 
afterwards, and had an importance of 

it was the instruction of those who were already 


everlasting life from the same source, Christ the 
life-giver. They knew whom they had trusted, and 
they were one with all who had equally trusted 
themselves to Christ. 

As time wore on and love grew cold, and some 
Churches, like that of Sardis, fell into a condition 
of spiritual death, and some, like that in Laodicea, 
_ became lukewarm, and some, like that in Ephesus, 

lost their first love, this spiritual bond of union 
came to be less and less in evidence, ahd doctrine 


at the Annual Meeting of the 
Branch, ‘s Evangelical Alliance, April 28th, 
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may either refer, as they are usually supposed to do, to the ordinance of Baptism, in which, . 
when its benefits are duly and fully received, the Holy Spirit of God must ever be the 
agent; or they may refer, as the context would seem to render more probable, to that 
baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire which St. John the Baptist predicted, and which . 
certainly unified in a most complete and wonderful way the Church of Pentecost. But 
The carly 
Christians were not, to begin with, bound to 
each other, as were the members of the various 
philosophical schools’ of the period, by sharing 
united. No doubt many of these early Christians 
were extremely ignorant of Christian doctrine at 
first. They had all that to learn; but they were 
already one, because they had received a new and 
REV. CANON W. HAY AITKEN, M.A. 
(Canon of Norwich Cathedral). 
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the Church by numerous heresies during 
the first two or three centuries Gintributed 


to the development of this tendeicy. 


Where doctrinal truth had to be defended, 


divisions, which have separated Christians 
from each other all through the Christian 
era, began with the early heresies, as they 


whatéVer their moral or religious character 
might be, while taose who were outside this, 
however Saintly their lives, were excluded 
from the unity of the faith, and cither 
denied all hope of salvation, or, by the more 
charitable left, along with hédthen and 
Mostenmrs, the ancovenanted Wercies of 
God. 


It is not easy to understand how this 
ecclesiastical theory of unity has- survived 
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the schism between East and West. One 


might have supposed that that untowerd 
event would have demonstrated the posi. 
tion to be untenable; but it has survived, 


and is to-day the doctrine of the Church of 


Rome, and of those amongst ourselves who 
have most in common with the Church of 
Rome. And we may say that the question 
of the hour is just this. Are we to regard 
this spiritual union as the all-important 


vanguard of the Christian army, ace 
the heathen world ? 

In this connection the question that has 
to be faced by all intelligent Christian 
people is just this. Which of these two is 
the divinely appointed basis of unity ? 


earnestly prayed? Or, on the other hand, 
did He design to create a spiritual fellow- 
ship—a “blessed company of all faithful 
people" who should be bound together by 
the possession of a common life, and by 
the indwelling presence of the same Divine 
Spirit, who should be animated by a 
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rather than common spiritual experience 
. began to be regarded as the basis of union 
| between Christian people, The invasion of 
and errors had to be strenuously combated, 
| it was @ Sataral result that orthodoxy 
should begin to be régarded as more im- 
portant than spirituality; and no doubt thing, and all questions of ecclesiastical 
many pushed forward into leading positions relations as of only subordinate and 
in the Church who were better theologians secondary interest; or are we to insist 
than they were Christians. All this would upon the necessity of these ecclesiastical 
4 contribute to shift the besis of unity from _relations as of primary importance, and to 
spiritual fellowship to doctrinal agreement, sacrifice to them any outward sign of dis- 
| with the result that the cause of union at position towards rapprochement that may 
once began to suffer, and those unhappy 
were called, though probably it often 
happened that the so-called heretics were 
just as good Christians as those who 
| claimed to be orthodox. It is easy tosee Was it the design of Christ to call into 
how this would lead on to a further existence an outward corporation, with a 
development. The main body of the certain particular constitution, dependent 
orthodox, who repudiated these various upon the existence of certain particular 
heresies, constituted by far the largest officials, wielding by virtue of their office a 
ecclesiastical organisation, and claimed to certain unique authority; and did He 
itself the tithe of the Holy Catholic Church. design that membership in this, and sub- 
It was regarded as embracing all that was mission to its rules and prescriptions, 
really Christian in the world within itself, should be the condition of that oneness 
and therefore it came to be recognised amongst His followers for which He so 
as Offeritg the basis of real unity. 
All who were in communion with this 
ecclésiastical organisation and under the 
government of its officers were regarded as 
belonging.‘to the mystical body of Christ, 
common love for the same Master, and 
accept His authority as supreme over their 
lives ? 

Before attempting to answer these ques- 
tions let us observe that there is nothing 
mutually antagonistic in these two ideals. 
It is evidently most desirable that those 


 BVANGBLICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


should also be outwardly attached to each 
other corporate relationship, so as the 
better to realise and manifest their union, 
and to present a united fromt to the world. 
And, indeed, for a time in the history of 
the Christian religion this desirable state of 
things was realised; the primitive Church 
was as much one in outward ecclesiastical 
relations as in spirit—at any rate for a few 


spiritual ? 
Let us turn for an answer to our Lord's 


outward ecclesiastical which is 
sometimes designated the Catholic Church, 
do not abide in Christ, nor 

their godless 


| 
unity 
exclusion 
Christ. M4 
that multi. 
years. But even in those early days it began ¥ 
to be evident that the spiritual and the | 
ecclesiastical relations were mot comter- 
minous, and thet persons might remain in on | 
the outward congregation who yet possessed | 
no real union either with Christ or with nly be Yes, if the basis 
His true people, Simon Magus was re- ecclesiastical ; but our 
ceived into the Church by baptism, yet St. have answered it with a most . 
Peter discovered that he had neither part o. He tells us unequivocally | 
nor lot in the spiritual community. Dio- fact of loss of contact with . 
trephes was apparently an office-bearer in with it exclusion from all real ) 
rt | he had connection with the vine, and therefore 
Church, yet apparently no : If the | 
with whatever the vine oer t 
spiritual fellowship with St. John. The vine represents the true Church of Christ, 
Church of Sardis had probably a comsider- then only those who are in Christ, end | 
able. membership, but only a few names abide in Him, belong to the Holy Catholic ) 
really belonged to Christ. It is clear that Church. All others are automatically ex- | 
if all were what they ought to be the unity cluded, whatever their ecclesiastical rele- | 
; tions to any branch of the outward Church. 
between Christians would be alike ecclesi- 
, ‘ and a? Quite consistent with this is the teaching 
astical, doctrinal, and spiritual. But where of the same Lord in another passage, which 
this desirable state of things does not exist is often misinterpreted as suggesting an 
the question is, What is it that Christ opposite conclusion. In the parable of the 
recognises as the essential bond? Is it wheat and tares, because the Master directs 
the ecclesiastical, or the doctrinal, or the that the wheat and tares are to be allowed 
to grow together till the harvest, it is argued 
sf ; dently be a mixed body, consisting of evil 
own discourse, uttered just before He and good, spiritual and unspiritual; and, 
closed His earthly ministry, on “the same of course, if this be so, the basis of union 
night om which He was betrayed.” Em- spiritual. 
figure is this explana our Lord gives 
mane Me of the vine to illustrate = + tis own parable? On the contrary, He 
the union between Himself and His own, ; 
: ‘ distinctly tells us that the good seed are 
He explains that this unity is wholly sown by the Son of Man, and are ~ the 
spiritual in its character, because it is children of the kingdom,” while the tares 
dependent upon wholly spiritual conditions. are the children of the wicked onc, and are 
Let us listen to His words, and surely sown by the enemy, the devil. Now of the 
they ought to settle this question for ever. true Church of Christ we are in the habit 
“1 om the vine,” He says, “ye are the of singing, | 
branches; he that abideth in Me, and I in oes ater ond the Word.” 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: . 
But if that be so, the children of the 
for apart from Me ye can do nothing. If wicked one can have no place in ber. To 
a man abide not in Me, he is cast forthas affirm the opposite of this would be to 
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the contrary, they have no dealings with, 
and even in some cases anathematise each 
other. The Roman Church, the Greek 
Churches (for there are more than one), the 
Armenian Church, the Coptic Church, the 
Indo-Syrian Church, the Nestorian Church, 
the Scahdinavian Church, the Old Catholic 
Church, the Anglican Church are all 
Episcopal, but they are not one. They 
neither communicate with each other nor 
recognise each other. They are not 
branches of one and the same Church, for 
they have no sort of organic relations with 
each other. 

On the other hand, the spiritual union of 
those who re themselves in living union 
with Christ is already a fact which cannot 
be gainsaid or denied. ‘Their union has 
eternity in it, and extends far away into 
the future beyond all our “little systems ” 
that “have their day and cease to be.” It 
is not that true Christians have to seek to 


in which we shall find ourselves involved. 
We of the Anglican Communion shall have 
to regard ourselves as one with some of the 
most ignorant, superstitious, and degraded 
nominally Christian congregations through- 
out the world, while, on the other hand, we 
shall be equally definitely separated from 
all religious fellowship with some of the 
most enlightened and intensely spiritual 
bodies in the world. We shall find our- 
selves in full communion with superstitious 
Papists in Ireland or South America, or 
ignorant Copts in Egypt, while we shall] be 
cut off from all fellowship with the Pres- 
byterians of Scotland or the Lutherans of 
Germany. The whole theory has absurdity 
branded on its front, and the marvel is that 
men possessed of common sense can even 
attempt to defend it. 

Let us then thank God for the testimony 
of this great Alliance to’ the true basis of 
Christian unity, and let each of us en- 
deavour to act as if he really believed in 
its great underlying principles. Let us by 
all means retain our own convictions, both 
as to doctrines and Church government, 
according to whatever light we deem that 
we possess; but let us ever keep well in 
view the spiritual unity that underlies all 
our diversities of thought or of - practice. 
So shall we contribute to the more complete 
fulfilment of our Lord's last prayer, and 
to the convincing of the world of the reality 
of -His mission, as we present a united 
front to the foe, and stand side by side 
with each other as fellow soldiers in the 


holy war. 
W. Hay AITKEN. 
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assign to Christ the very action here attri- are one already. What is 
buted to Setan. Surely the teaching of should more and more 
mtn is perfectly clear that only the 
of the kingdom constitute that 
to intrude into it, like Simon Magus a 
have neither part nor lot in it. The basis n 
of unity is evidently not ecclesiastical, but 
spiritual, according to our Lord's teaching ’ 
in this most important parable. Perfectly 
| consistent with this teaching is the state- j 
ment of St. Paul that Christ “loved His 
Church and gave Himself for it, that He 
might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the 
washing of water with the Word; that He 
might present the Church to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle Mut Lt we repudiate LOIS Desis Of unlon anc 
thing, but that it should be assert the ecclesiastical and Episcopal, 
without blemish.” Is the basis just think of the extraordinary anomalies 
bere im only ecclesiastical, 
| os ecc organisation ¢xis 
) at the present moment on the surface of 
| this planet. What we see around us 
to-day is a considerable number of distinct 
ecclesiastical units that make no pretension 
of constituting an ecclesiastical unity. On 
| 
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Notes. 
Honours.H.M. the King 


of the celebration of His Majesty's Birthday, 
to appoint the Right Honourable Arthur 
Fitegerald Baron Kinnaird to be a Knight 
of the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order 
of the Thistle. The bonour is one much 
coveted by Scotemen. All Members of 
the World's Evangelical Alliance, with 


to the Empire, and will cordially join in 
the hope we express that his Lordship may 
long be spared to continue his many services 
to the State and the Church of God. 


New Telephone Number.—tIt is custom. 


were necessary. 
speaking on an urgent matter with Bristol, 
and those who follow modern eervqments 
will be cognisant of a hope recently ex 
a that, before long, telephonic com- 

may be opened with New York 
City. Great Britain has long been behind 
other countries in facilities for the use of 
the telephone, although we are thankful to 
know that this defect is being remedied. 
New exchanges are being created to relieve 
the congestion following upon the increase 
of subscribers in the London area. This 
leads us to remark that, commencing with 
July Ist, the telephone number of the 
Alliance, which has hitherto been Regent 
815, underwent a change, and to ask all 
our friends to note that the new tele- 
phone number of the World's Evangelical 
Alliance is Musmum 19. We asked for, 
and have been fortunate in securing, a 
number corresponding with the number 
of the new Alliance House, 19, Russell 
Square, London, W.C. 


Alliance Conferences.— During part of 
the month of August the General Secretary 
hopes to visit centres of Alliance interest in 
Europe, including Blankenburg, where the 
Annual Summer Conference, held amidst the 
beautiful surroundings of the Thuringian 
Schweartzthal, draws together Christians 
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many of Europe. Similar Con- 
the auspices of the Alliar-~, 
_ various countries at different 
The Dutch Branch 
‘Atinual Conference at 
the Rev. Prebenda 


Preberidary Fox has kindly 
orition the following report on his visit 
Zeist :— 

“There could scarcely be found a place 
more delightfully suitable in its conditions 
for a Christian Conference than in the 
quiet and pleasant village—it is hardly a 
town—of Zeist, near Utrecht. Its rural 
peace, its shady gardens and avenues, the 
sympathy and hospitality of its residents, 
and the gracious memories of the past that 
add to the comfort and accommodation 
found in a Moravian settlement, all combine 
to leave the happiest impression on. the 
mind of a visitor. Though he knew too 
little of Dutch to follow the addresses given 
in that language, the writer was never 
allowed to feel that he was a stranger. Al! 
the leaders and many of those present were 
familiar with English; and though on 
several occasions it was necessary that 
what he said should "te interpreted, he 
was able more than once to address an 
audience in his own tongue, and had the 
fullest freedom in social intercourse. 

“ The tone of the Conference was entirely 
that which should be found in such a 
gathering. It was both reverent and cheer. 
ful. A selemn consciousness of the Divine 
Presence added to the sense of brother. 
hood among those present. 

“The practical commonsense shown in 
arrangements and the tactfulness of those 
in charge of them removed the risk <‘ 
that friction which is sometimes felt in a 
large assembly where there are differences 
in social status, habits of mind, and de- 
nominational opinion. 

“ Seriousness and simplicity were marked 
features of the whole Conference. The 
speakers were neither too short nor too 
long in their addresses, and were listened 
to apparently with unbroken attention. Of 
the devotional exercises, it is enough to 
say that they were led and were joined in 
as by those who stood before the Lord. 

“In the frequent opportunities of per- 
sonal intercourse with the members of the 


from 
take 
has 
Zeist 
H. E. Fox, M.A., a Member of its Council, | 
as a speaker at several of the Conference | 
honour conferred is for services rendered | 
| 
ary to-day to be rung up on the telephone | 
where yesterday a letter and penny stamp 
| 
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the 
“ The writer feels that the privilege whic! 
he enjoyed in the fellowship with suc 
men and women as attended the Con- 
ference lays on him the obligation of 
expressing his grateful appreciation of all 
he saw and heard. H. BE. Fox.” 


and District Auxiliary of the Alliance, 
and attended by a numerous company of 
Christians representing all denominations. 
Through the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. A. Leigh the Conference opened with 
a garden party held in the grounds of 

“ Applegarth,” Birkenhead; several subse- 
quent sessions also being held by kind per- 
mission in the same grounds, a large tent 
having been erected. Many features of the 
present time call for similar gatherings 
under Alliance auspices for the demonstra- 
tion of unity im love and the truth which 


the Alliance represents and for the en- 


couragement to co-operat‘on for the main- 
tenance and proclamation of the Gospel 
of Christ. These are days when we 
cannot too often assemble ourselves 
together, and it would be a pleasure 
to know that similar Conferences were 
in course of arrangement, and as far as 
possible to assist in their organisation. 


The Liverpool Auxiliary has decided 


to commemorate in October, 1915, the 
seventieth amniversary of the preliminary 


Conference, held in Liverpool in October, 
1845, to discuss the formation of an 
Evangelical Aliance, which took place the 
following year in London. 


Kikuye.—July 27th is the date fixed 
for the meeting at Lambeth Palace of 
the Central Consultative Body. of the 
Fifth Lambeth Conference held in 1908, 
which Body will take into consideration 
the provisions of the scheme adopted by 
the Kikuyu Conference for the federation 
of missionary hodies working in British 
Rast Africa. It will be remembered that 
the main controversy as between the Bishop 
of Zanzibar and the Bishops of Uganda and 
Mombasa arose on account of the united 
Communion Service, when, in the words of 
the Rev. Norman Maclean, the assembled 
missionaries “were lifted far above the 
dividiug lines which separate Church from 
Church, and were swept together by the 
very breath of the Divine Spirit. Nobody 
felt as if it could be possible any more to 
say, ‘I am of Paul, or I am of Apollos.’ 
As natural as it is for men to pray together 
in times of great emotion, so natural was 
it for them to meet together at the Holy 
Table.” The general opinion is that the 
storm which has arisen regarding this 
united Commanion Service is deplorable. 
Similar acts of intercommunion have re- 
peatedly transpired—at Mildmay, at Kes- 
wick, at Conferences of the Evangelical 
Alliance, and in other connections. We 
wait the decision of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, with whom, as Metropolitan, 
we believe the burden of decision rests. 
In the meantime we quote the resolu- 
tion of the Council of the World's Evan- 
gelical Alliance on the excellent spirit 
and acts of unity which the Kikuyu Con- 
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| Conference outside the meetings the writer 
| tual prospects of the of Christ in 
Holland. Though nso doubt, as in all 
to 
unshaken in their conviction as to the 
authority of the Word of God and the 
and who are both to hold their own 
by intellectual and scholarly attainments, 
and, better still, are men of spiritual power 
and zealous to win others, not so much 
Liverpool Conference. — Another suc. 
cessful Conference has recently been held 
in Liverpool, arranged by the Live ] 
erence representec i Going so express 
rn the earnest hope that in considering the 
provisions of the proposed scheme for 
federation, and adjudicating upon them in | 
their bearing upon law and order in the | 
Church of England, the Archbishop, if he 
pronounces at all at the present time, 
may be led to declare that no prin- 
ciples of Church order, the observance 
of which is obligatory upon the Bishops, 
the clergy, or the lay workers of the : 
are contravened thereby. 
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| 
promotion Reside prandec itr of nis lit iff Lae 
the commission of the worst of military every thoughtful citizen. 
crimes, disobedience to lawful orders. The 
Prime Minister, and we await with interest representations p 
appeal. It is said that the Bill introduced Society, in col 
| | 


apon them, 


November 12th, 1914, 
December 10th, 1914, 
February 1ith, 1915, 
March lith, 1915. 


It is a pleasure to announce t 
first meeting, on October 8th, a 


January 14th, 1915, 


of the Alliance and 
the 
each 
hs 
will 
October 8th, 1914 


8: 
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We are glad 


lecture by the eminent Egyptologist, Dr.’ 


Edouard Naville, who is not only a member 


be followed on November 12th with a 
of the Alliance, but one who for long years, 


entitled “ The Testimony of the Catacombs 


to the Early Christians.” 


be able to announce that this lecture will 


illustrated by limelight views, will be gi 
by the Rev. Prebendary &. E. Fox, M.A.., 
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cieties and influential persons, Sir Edward sithough resident in Switzerland, is deeply 
‘ Cor | 
are due course. 
fere 
na 
cu 
con 
ca 
the 
on 
on 
th 
wh 
Bri 
ent 
am 
bei 
of 
dif pe 
me 
Alliance House (19, R 
3 which will serve the 
un 
lecture, 
- of Scripture and the | 
as this; we go further, and 
Pe ME ~ suggest that such teaching is not only false, 
Dl! i but cruel and evil, and its effects upon 
young Christians may prove very harmful. 
Malta Marriages—A deputation from 
the Colonial and Continental Committee 


ist 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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Its Bearing False and 
sin, 


The Kikuyu Conference— 
Tux Kikuyu Conference has caused the 


ist 


Such an outward union would 
be good for the Church 


im my opinion; 


Home 


E. B. Brown, 
: Jarrold & Sons.) not, 


Rev 


the 


* Extract, by 
Second Ad 
A. (64. Cop 
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} 
the Confe 
* for a 
of one of 
plan 
| 
i 


essential to Christian unity, then it must be 


the number of His elect the 
will be manifested oytwardly with its 
and 


not befere. God has mercifully 
_ overruled the outward divisions of visible 


mere the relation which every true — 


Churches for the maintenance of His Truth. 


% 


CHRISTENDOM. 
If men would dismiss this ic to enforce unifor 
once and for ever from their of worship and H | 
mendous stride would be take: s knit together 
scriptural ideal of unity. At 
here will be useful. The nature of 
unity described in the Scriptures anc - | 
will venture to that 
ciprocate amongst each other. obtained. 
ect, but of the erring ht 
former, Chri fact that in a vis: 
of ever be mingled 
"(i Peter i. of God would soc 
additions or sut 
irit in the teracting influe 
one, for Independent organisations 
does not safeguard truth, and prevent pe: 
} and hath many members, space of time it would 


things that are false. | “ His wife hath made herself ready,” for then 
We willingly allow, and true Christian she will be adorned with the lovely graces 


Nonconformists will gladly agree, that the of His Spirit. The Kikuyu Conference is a 


Church of England, in spite of the sacer- glorious indication that “the midnight cry” 
dotalism which has crept in amongst the is being heard, and that the wise virgins” 
clergy and laity, has rendered, and is are “trimming their lamps” in preparation 
rendering, a magnificent service in the to meet the Bridegroom. 


Common Prayer. 
| “We beseech Thee te hear as.” 


Tuat the issues from the conference of Bishops concerning Kikuyu may be directed by 
God and prove heipful to the cause of unity and co-operation in the Mission Field. 


For Ireland, and the cause of true religion throughout Ireland. For peaceful settle- 
ment of the present controversies, and that self-control may animate all. 


For Malta and all working for Christ on the island. For Mr. Falzon, now labouring 
amongst Maltese and Italians in Tunis; that he may be greatly used in the work of 

That all evangelical workers in Russia may be kept faithful in the day of trial and 
persecution. That the Bible, and freedom through the Truth of the Bible, may prevail 
in Russia, 

For blessing on special efforts being made to widen the observance of the Week 
Prayer; especially amongst native Christians. For all needed supplies for this and other 
departments of Alliance work. “4 


- 
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— 
4s arrogant in its manners and pretentious in cause of God, and I for one am 
th would be crushed out of and the Book and Articles. To have the Truth is 
| history of the Roman Church one thing, and to believe and ect upon it is 
| another. Surely the observant servant of 
| though useful for the maintenance of 
yet because of evil mca in them are full of 
imperfection. One of the slaps. of the 
| speedy ing of our Lord I have 
| — If it be replied that sireedy pointed out) is the revivel of life is 
| of God expressed in Protestant Churches, and we cannot have 
7 a surer evidence of revival than unity, of 
which the Kikuyu Conference has given 
.@ such a conspicuous and happy example. 
| also the principles . I believe the time is coming when all 
g One hes only to peruse the cleverly written true Christians will be so drawn together 
and plausible little booklets and tracts im love and fellowship as hardly to know 
or remember they belong to separate 
| often the truth is hidden and Churches. Inmtercommunion amongst Pro- 
| = testant Churches would be a magnificent 
triumph over the past. Most probably, 
| & an important work in drawing 
| together, but the truly efficient cause of unity 
will be the work of the Holy Ghost. This 
| happy state of things is the preparation of 
| 3 the Bride for the Bridegroom. When 
| | case where truth strives with Christians are then it will be said, 


Dr. Sanday and the 


Miraculous in Christianity. 


A FORMER generation was shocked when 
John Henry Newman left the Church of 
Ragland for the Charch of Rome. The 
effect of that step is still scen in the altered 
attitude of a great nfmber of Englishmen 
towards the papecy. It is argued that if 
the Roman Church could attract « man of 
Newman's character and ability it cannot 
stand for principles opposed to the Gospel 
message. Now, in the twentieth century, 
one of the most distinguished of Anglican 


tanght by Newman out- 
side the Church of England have to a great 
extent been accepted within that Charch, 


By Rev. Thos. J. Pulvertaft, M.A. 


men believe.that the realm of the seen is 
the one reaim in which certainty can be 
found. When Science with a capital 
S” speaks, “a cause is decided,” and 
unconsciously thought has become ma- 
terialised; and, by a strange deduction, 
it is inferred that scientific hypotheses 
are as well founded as scientific fact. 
We are supposed to live in a world of 
scientific law, and the rules observed in 
nature are presumed to be invariable and 
incapable of interference or modification by 
the super-addition of the activity of any 
power outside those known to the Jaboratory 
or the scientific investigator. We have 
heard much of Divine Immanence, which in 
reality is considered by many to be au easy 
way of escape from proclaiming the supre- 
macy of natural law, and the futility of 
appealing to any law in contradiction to 
the known laws. God is certainly imma- 
nent in nature, but for the Christian He is 


follow him as a guide to be 
though we still admired his 
purpose. We read with amaze- 


al 
of 
is praise and condemnation of the 
. Moberly's arguments. He admitted 
1 been fascinated into the acceptance 
ions that he afterwards disowned. 
us as a man who, bewildered in 
detail, was in danger of losing his direction, 
and although admiration for his scholarship 
and frankness remained, we ceased to expect 
balanced conviction from the great Profes- 


teachers, a man universally respected for | 
his personal charm and honesty, has caused 
a sensation that has not been as great as | 
that occasioned by Newman, although the ) 
principles he enunciates strike more deeply ) 
at the root of our Christian doctrine and | 
belief. The reason for the comparative | 
acquiescence is not far to seek. In the 
first half of the nineteenth century religion also transcendent, and when the transcen- 
was universally respected, and men held by dent God intervenes the Christian has no 
their beliefs as their most sacred possession.  ‘ifficulty in acknowledging the fact and 
To abandon Protestantism for Romanism attributing it to the God he worships. 
‘ Canon Sanday has told us in a Church 
involved a radical change that could only Congress paper that he had to end in a note 
be accepted for strong reasons. The of “indecision” with reference to the 
miracles of the Gospel. Some of us were 
showed that he was more accessible to thc 
nd men have founc possibie to square influence of ideas contrary to his own 
their consciences to the acceptance of Arti- previous convictions than to arguments in 
cles in direct contradiction to the plein support of his former views. We had 
| meaning of their words and phrases. In to 
Nonconformist circles there has been a 
similar process at work. Old beliefs have 
given place to modern neologies. Uni- 
| tarianism, implicit if not explicit, in the 
? sermons of many has supplanted the fun- 
damental doctrine of the Deity of our Lord, 
and it may broadly he said that sincerity 
| of belief in either formule or in a Trini- | 
tarian attitude has sot been as universal 
as it ought to be in modern Christendom. 
The spread of scientific ideas has made 
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im His life occurrences unlike those associ- 
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They accept them now because they believe 
they are capable of repetition owing to the 


ality over personality 7 
This leads us to say that the word 
Nature is used miost ambiguously. It may 


at once 
see the reasonableness of expecting to read 


ated with any other. Asa matter of fact, 


the only authorities we have of His life tell 


us that He worked miracles as well) as 
spoke as never man spake. The miraculous 
is inextricably bound up with His life. As 
the author of “ Roce Homo” says: “ Miracles 


play so important « part in Christ's scheme, 


that any theory whith wonld repfesent 
them as due entirely to the imaginations of 
His followers or of a latter age, destroys 
the credibility of the documents not nar- 
tially but wholly, and leaves Christ a = 
sonage as mythical as Hercules.” ny 
candid reader of the Gospels must come to 
this conclusion, and it is especially true of 
the narratives that are associated with His 
birth and resurrection. Take them 


We dare not sacrifice the facts of the 

pel to make its message fit in with the pass- 
ing neology of the age. It is impossible 
for men to believe a faith founded on un- 


of Canon Sanday is not the result of histor- 
ical criticism, but of certain theories that 
have gained possession of his mind. Science 
in its fullest sense does not demand the 
surrender. We who have known the power 
of the Gospel know Whom we have be- 
lieved. The course of criticism has given 
us back our New Testament as the work of 
contemporaries of our Lord, and in Dr. 
Garvie’s words, “It is only a literary and 
historical criticism that lacks discerumen: 


for moral and religious differences, which 


can treat the New Testament as open to the 
same suspicion of credulity as other writ- 
ings which do not display the same qualitie> 
of soul, enlightened and renewed by the 
Spirit of God, whereas a criticism that can 
estimate such values will give to the New 
Testament writers the confidence and re- 
spect they deserve.” 


mean inanimate nature as we see it round } 
us, and its laws may simply refer to the ij 
sequences that are observed in the oocur- if 
rences ander our observation. It is fre. 
quently used to denote the inanimate and 
animate world, with man’s power of inter. 
ference with the events that happen. The 
discovery of the part played by the ano- i 
pheles mosquito in the spread of malaria 
has made it possible for large tracts of the Gospels and they are truncated of their . 
completeness. They lack that sense of 
with ee ee a oneness they now possess, and, as we have 
' \pealthy. The French failed to the said before, a non-miraculous Christianity 
Panama Canal, although they had the is as absurd as a triangular square or a 
genius of de Lesseps behind them. The pentagonal circle. 
Americans have accomplished the task, be- We cannot abandon the historic faith. 
cause of the discoveries of modern sanitary 
science. Nature, then, is used in the highest 
sense. It means the phenomenal world 
under the direction of God. Laws operate, | 
but laws interfere with one another; and truths and to accept a message conveyed in 
God, who knows all things, who expresses incidents that are untrue in fact and ) 
His thoughts in nature, is so able to make opposed to reason. No: modern science is 
laws interfere with one another as to bring not final in its judgments—for the judg- | 
about results that appear abnormal or contra ments of science are simply the opinions of | 
naturam, but which are in reality in accord. exponents whose views are formed on 
ance with nature considered as a whole. partial knowledge, and philosophy warns 
Bearing these thoughts in mind, we come us to avoid conclusions that are based on 
to the consideration of the Fact of Christ. incomplete generalisations. The surrender | 
Dr. Headlam truly says: “ As such He was | 
Himself the source of all spiritual life, such 
as we know, in the world. If there be 
: any spiritual power among wus, however 
imperfect, it must be it comes from Him 
who is the source of all such power. If 
| He came into the world, there would be 
just that force and power in a manner en- 
tirely different from what it would be in 
any other. If, then, I find in the narratives 
about Jesus clear evidence of such power, 
it seems to me real proof that here was 2 [eee 
spiritual force and authority different from 
that which has ever appeared in the world 
— what I do 
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Notes and 


The irish Tue Editor of one of the most 
Cris. important organs of religious 
opinion in Ireland wrote lately : 
“The political situation in the North has 
for the first time in history made Irish 
Northern Protestantism homogeneous.” 
The presence of a great crisis broke down 
barriers and brought men who preserve the 
same attitude and believe the same truth 
inte closest union. Every week leaders of 
all the Protestant Churches attend a united 
prayer meeting in Belfast, and this is but 
one of many symptoms that prove the 
closeness of the brotherhood now existing 
among the Ulster Protestants. These men 
have honest a of the effects of 
Home Rule. Naturally law-abiding and 
keen in their business, they have sacrificed 
their working hours as well as their leisure 
to train to defend their threatened—as they 
believe it—civil and religious liberties. 
The ranks of the Covenanters are fil 
with the most godly and devoted elemen 
in all the Churches of the Reformation, and 
the men are convinced that it is for their 
fundamental liberties, not for a political 
cause, they are fighting. The cloud is thick 
and dark. Two armies with different ideals 
face one another in Ireland. The country 
is a war-excited district and no one knows 
how or when a clash may come. Do we 
really pray about Ireland and seek the 
Divine guidance to arrive at true conclu- 
sions? All right does not of necessity lie on 


“one side of the discussion, but the lessons | 


of history show very clearly the dangers of 
committing the liberties of Protestants into 
the hands of any party dominated by the 
Roman Church. This is not politics. The 


_ Alliance loves Religious Liberty and has 
done its best to further it throughout the 


world. We earnestly pray that nothing 
will happen in Ireland that will force the 
Alliance to appeal for help for the perse- 
cuted of Erin.’ 


Comments. 


tion, and entrance into their Church is only 
possible on the acceptance of unlawful and 
unscriptural terms of communion, we see at 
once that there are barriers that we as 
Evangelical Christians cannot break down 
and remain loyal to fundamental truth. To 
surrender the citadel or to admit what we 
know in our hearts to be untrue and op- 
posed to Scripture is an impossibility. We 
see no hope at present of reunion all round, 
and the absorption of all the Churches into 
one gréat Church. This would involve a. 
vagueness or a rigidity of belief that is 
foreign to the convictions of Evangelical 
Christians as regards the claims of Truth. 
But Evangelical Christians can draw closer 


together without abandoning what they 


accept in their own Churches. It is not 
necessary for a man to surrender his Baptist 
teaching to pray by the side of a Presby- 
terian, or for an Episcopalian to cease to 
believe in Episcopal government to enjoy — 
soul communion with a Wesleyan. We see 
clearly that this is the best way to prepare 
the way for better understanding. When 
men work and pray side by side, they cease 
to be harsh critics of one another, and form 
attachments that enable them to see how 
much they have in common. There is 
much bitterness in the air. What one set 
of men consider just, another body looks 
upon as spoliation. We know how with- 
out Christian sympathy the harshest judg- 
ments can be made, and not only made, but 
be branded into the very soul of those who 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
The Limits of In many discussions on | 
Union. reunion we notice an evident 
deny the Deity of our Lord, and union with 
Roman Catholics who proclaim officially 
that outside their Church there is no salva- 
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obedience to the law of God? We pass over 
the question whether by so doing they will 
attain toa fuller knowledge of God and real 
peace of soul, and unhesitatingly assert 
that Christianity knows nothing of the 
dilemma now being forced on us. A man 
may be a Christian in the truest sense and 
remain outside episcopal communions, and 
no man is bound, as a condition to his being 
a member of the Body of Christ, to accept 
teaching that cannot most certainly be 
proved by sure warrant of Holy Scripture. 
Outside of the New Testament: pages we 
have no knowledge of the teaching of 
Christ, and that teaching is the final court 
of appeal for all who profess and call them. 
selves Christian. Everything else has only 
secondary importance. 


and Holland there are many faithful ser: 


piles 


ledge and experience, and these deductiuns 
are to be changed from age to age according 


in the thought of intellectualists. We have 
had our warning—have we learned its 
meaning ? 


Continental The writer of the quoted 
Religion. passage refers to the decay of 
the sense of the supernatural on 

the Continent. We rejoice that in Germany 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
meke them. Is not this the very time for The We believe that reason is a | 
ali who are one in Christ to meet together Tendency God-given faculty to enable us ) 
at brethren under the wgis of the World's of to judge between troth and . 
Rvangelical Alliance ? intellectualiom. error. It does not know 
everything, and is of utility in : 
The. No eror. The spirits must be 
only by spiritual but by com. 
— their utterances with the revealed 
— of God. In the present age we heve i 
| to accept a | 
| believe in miracles, in 
| the Christ, and in the 
Bible. Then they are 
between this view and a 
ity, claiming to speak 
man urch says, 
Angi Communion declare 
there is no priesthood, and without the German Lutheranism and Dutch Calvin. | 
priesthood there are no sacraments, and ise, and the only driving force will be 
that somewhere, defined as the universal pomanism.” The thought of the eminent 
Episcopate, there is to be found the lastand © ,-holar seems to be that we are in grave 
final word in all controversies. Those who danger of losing sight of the Divine side of 
are outside this charmed circle are rebels ctigion, and of making man the measure 
against a Divine law,” who nevertheless 4f the yniverse and of God. ‘There is | 
enjoy spiritual blessings by reason of their auch in current literature that asserts man, | 
loyalty to other Divine laws. Is the choice by searching, has found out God, and that ) 
between these two conceptions of the relig- tcide the searching of man there is no 
ious life? Must men surrender the faith , veistion of God. This moons that revela- | 
| of the ages, or accept certain ecclesiastical tion in the sense of the communication of 
conceptions as necessary to salvation OF the Divine thought to chosen men and in 
the highest sense of the Incarnation of God 
in His Son does not exist. What we have 
is a series of deductions from human know- 
to the growth of knowledge and the pass- 
| ing phases of philosophical and scientific 
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in the Body of the Church, é.., of all His 
faithful people, leading and guiding them 


is being 

ng the absolute 

y of episcopacy to the 
constitution of a Church, it 
only the 

among the 


When so much 
may be well to review the 


present position of Episcopal 


Non-Episcopal Tracts,” Dr. Sparrow Simp- Churches in the Anglican sense, Mr. 


Commumnions. son contrasts the En 


on this matter is to be trusted, 
Even -in the English - speaking 


the Church of England is 


ter, who 


in the necessit 
Reformed 


Place of 
Episcopacy said concerni 
Churches, 


y 
says: 


In one of the recent! 
Modern Oxford 
glish Stree 
Church” with the non-epis- 
copal communions. Possibly, but improb- world 


Church and published “ 
who do not agree with him by adopting Reformed Churches.. And so small an in- 


ably, there is no intention of wounding those fourth largest denomination 


into all truth. When this is grasped we 
see clearly much that puzzles and cohfuses. 


this distinction, for he is too well informed _ stitution, even if absolutely united within 
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Charchmen and Nonconformists ultimately 
reduces itself to the doctrine of Apostolical 


student turned to his questioner and 
“Can you tell me when the faith was 


crisis? Why, it lives by triamphing 
the individual and the 


overcome the crises in his soul, and the 
historian knows that the study of history 
best cordial for Christian who 

do 


found itself Arian. In 
thanasius stood against 
world, and faith won. So it will 


the Charch with Kikuyu has largely 
of England. turned on the lawfulness of 
: the clergy of the Church of 
England administering the holy communion 
to those who have not received episcopal 


Christian who is leading a good lif, and 


is not out of charity with his neighbours. 
One of the foremost ecclesiastical lawyers 
of our time has examined the question in 
two articles published in the Spectator, and 
shows that for centuries the law of the land, 
acquiesced in without question by the 
Church until recent years, provided for the 
approach of all parishioners to the table of 
the Lord, provided they do so in accord- 
ance with the terms of the invitation, and 
are not notorious evil livers. We are glad 


that the Church of England does not ban 


from the table of the Lord all those who 


| EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
itself, and always proclaiming the same Lord and the preaching of Jesus and His 
message on the same note—which is resurrection. Honesty compelled students A 
eminently not the case with the Church of to face all the facts, and they had to come | 
Baglend—is not an institution which will back to the confession of St. Thouias, : 
be listened to by men if its claim to be “My Lord and my God.” The history of 
heard is in the main based on the claim of criticism and rationalistic interpretation is 
authority and tradition.” Nothing is more the cemetery of discarded theories. Once 
often oy from some Anglican pulpits prominent theologian was consulted by a : 
| than 8 assertion of authority and young man who sought guidance because : 
tradition,” based on the episcopate. Some religion was in a “state of crisis.” The 
months ago we listened to an eloquent wise . 
not i 
crisis 
man who struggles through repentance to 4 
the foot of the Cross knows how grace has 
| as an Communion in The controversy associated | 
confirmation. Whatever may be the doc- 
" Liberal It is well for us in the  ftrinal theory underlying the prohibition 
Christianity.” twentieth century tolook back. advocated to forbid godly Nonconformists 
Some of us are old enough to approaching the Lord’s table, there is now 
remember the many hours and agonies of no doubt as to the illegality of the action 
doubt caused by the Baur theory of early of any parish clergyman who exciudes any 
Christianity. That has now been 
nounced unhistorical, and its chief con- 
tentions are now forgotten. Then the cry, 
“ Back to Christ,” was raised in revolt from 
the teaching of St. Paul and the Apostolic 
Church. To interpret Christianity on the 
basis of 4 non-Divine Christ was the task 
essayed, and now we hear that this has 
ended im bankruptcy because it failed to 
take into account the only means by which 
the Gospels receive consistent interpreta- 
tion. The field of vision was limited to the 
Synoptics, divorced from all that took place ([R 
. jmmediately after the resurrection of our [i 
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them by 


stands for a principle of Anglican life and 


witness. Without this principle the Angli-. 


can Church would not be what it is, and 
to’ seek communion with that Church on 
any terms which ignore it, is to require an 


act of self-extinction on its part.” This is 


quite true, and we have never heard any 
non-episcopalian demand the surrender of 
the episcopate on the part of Anglicans. 
What is asked of Anglicans is to put epis- 
copecy in its proper place, and not to make 
it absolutely essential to the recognition of 
a living branch of the Church of Christ. 
Canon Simpson looks forward to “the 
gradual approximation of bodies, the differ- 
ences of which seemed irreconcilable, aided 
perhaps by earlier stages of progressive 
federation, till at last the frank discussion 
of distinctive principles is demanded by the 
necessities of the situation.” How can this 
spirit of brotherliness and federation be 
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umanity, and to the plain 
teaching of Bible. Christianity is the 
revelation of God in the incarnation of His 
Son, who died to save mankind, or it is 
nothing. To think of our faith in any 
other manner is to rob it of its world mis- 
sion and to reduce it to the level of a man- 
made belief. We know that God has not 
left Himself without witness, and that 
glimmerings of the Truth have been given 


maintain that Christianity is the crown of 
religions. True, it has all that all the faiths 
of humanity have of Truth, but it has what 
none of them posessess—the Truth of God 


| 
| have mot been confirmed. The domestic brought about? This is the practical ques- 
| regulation of the Church for her own sons ee 
and daughters is one thing—its attitude to Alliance endeavours by getting Cl 
those who are as excellent Christians but 
gembers of non-episcopal communions is mutual 
recognition of their oneness in 
of all those love and serve Magy 
mon Master is so apparent, it bers of the great one Church is 
a berrier to union if the regula. the Body of Christ. It has stood for this 
any Church were interpreted in the witness and maintains it faithfully, insist- 
and unchristian spirit imposed on ing that so union is real and permanent 
! EE a section of the Anglican Church. that does not base itself upon revealed 
. The oneness in the Church of Christ Truth and Christian love. | 
would be sadly broken if the sacrament of | 
; unity were closed to those who have not 
| been confirmed but are living in close union aa acm Words become tyrannical 
| with their Lord and Master in branches Rehg instead of helpful, and this is 
. of the Church that have not bishops. true of the catchword of the 
Everything which breaks down barriers day, “Comparative Religion.” We well 
| between the servants of God is to be wel- remember how it has been used to destroy 
| comed by those who love and serve Him the distinctive in Christianity, and to give 
| faithfully. it a place among the world’s religions attri- 
. buting all faiths to purely haman develop- 
; ments, in the effort to get in touch with the 
| oy een Canon Simpson is nothing if | Power outside man, that made and governs 
\ and jon. not independent. Heisaccus- the world. By dissecting the creed of 
tomed to express his mind Christendom, and finding that it shares 
without any restriction as to the effect ome part with Buddhism, another with 
its expression may have on the thought of Mohammedanism, and a third with all 
those with whom he generally agrees, and faiths that believe in immortality, Chris- 
: he has discussed in the Constructive  tianity has been dethroned, and given a 
- Quarterly the meaning of the Historic place by the side of other faiths as the 
/ Episcopate, and he recognises the ambiguity fruit of human thought about the unseen. 
that underlies the phrase. He says: ~ The 
| episcopate, not necessarily in its present | 
— 
in its fulness revealed in His Son, prepared 
; for by His revelation to His chosen people. 
if The gulf between any other religion and 
; that of Christ is umbridgable. Other relig- 
ions may have had promise of better 
things—-we see how that prontise has been 
lost in developments. The Buble alone, of 
= 
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the world-sacred books, leads step by step 
to the manifestation of God in the person of 
His Son. Christianity is not law—it is not 
philosophy. It is the Christ of God—the 
true and living way. This Divine life given 
to the followers of the Saviour differentiates 
them from all others. 


Christian Unity We hear much of the 
in Span and divisions of Protestantism 
Portugal. and its ineffective witness of 
the faith of the Gospel. In 

one part of the Continent the forces of the 
Reformed Faith are knit together by bonds 
that are moch stronger than any that 
divide the servants of the Master. True, 
the Evangelicals of the Peninsula are a 
small body—it is a wonder that they exist 
at all, when the long reign of religious 
intolerance and persecution is remembered. 
Lately Dr. Clark, the founder of the Chris- 
tiam Endeavour movement, visited Spain, 
and he was welcomed “everywhere by a 
united Evangelicalism. In Barcelona every 
branch of the Reformed Church sent large 
representations to the wonderful gathering 
held in the largest public hall in Spain, 
which was attended by some 45,000 people, 
in spite of the efforts made to terrorise the 
audience from assembling. In Madrid the 
large church of the Episcopal Reformers 
was crowded by an earnest congregation, 
and the Presbytery was occupied by the 
ministers of all the Evangelical Churches 
in Madrid. The truest union and brother- 
hood was manifested. Bishop Cabrera, 
Sefior Tornos, the eloquent President of 
the Presbyterian Church, and other min- 
isters sat side by side, all intent on show- 
ing their union in the Body of Christ. The 
true Christian spirit of Dr. Clark and the 
Rev. Franklyn Smith, President of the 
Spanish Endeavourers, premeated every 
place visited by the founder of the move- 
ment. We have read that in Portugal, at 
one meeting, Wesleyan, Presbyterian, and 
Episcopal ministers all took part in a wel- 
come extended to some English visitors, who 
rejoiced to see that they were one with men 
who are giving their lives to the witness of 
the Cross. It must have been good _-to 
witness these outward proofs of union, but 


“ Friendship means sharing all chief things in life for the sole joy of 
sharing. .... Friendship exists because love seeks an object that it 
may live. “He who loves not lives not.’ ‘To love is the perfect of 


the verb to live.’” 


Alliance, like the Church of Rome, believed 
in eternal torment. The Alliance includes 
in its basis of 1846 the following clause : 
“ The immortality of the soul, the resurrec- 
tion of the body, the judgment of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, with the 
blessedness of the righteous, and the 
punishment of the wi .” This does 
not mean the affirmation of torment. 
It surely implies the eternal loss endured 
by those who reject the offer of salvation 
made in the Gospel. The Alliance has 
always governed its standpoint by the words 
of Scripture, and has never allied itself with 
any one school of thought in dogmatism 
as to the quality of the loss, and certainly 
has not committed itself to the assertion 
that those who die out of Christ suffer 
“torment” throughout eternity. We are 
aware of the veil that is drawn over mutch 
that takes place when man dies and passes 
out of time into eternity. God has revealed 
to us that those who die in Christ are and 
will be with Him for ever. The Scriptures 
also teach that those who die after rejecting 
the offer made to them suffer eternal. pun- 
ishment (Matt. xxv. 46). More than this, 
many say, cannot be deduced from Scripture. 
The Evangelical Alliance always has been 
and is still content firmly to stand by the very 
statements of Holy Scripture. On the other 


» hand, there are all kinds and sorts of cpecu- 


lations eagerly urged by people who see 
only one side of a very complex subject. 
We are content to preach what God teaches 
us in His Word, and when perplexed by 
puzzling questions, to rest content in the 
assurance, “ Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?" When we know as we 
are known,” we shall be satisfied with His 
mercy and justice. And the impenitent 
will be among those who will ackuow- 


ledge it. 


the realisation of what they meant must | 
have made a deep impression on all who i] 
experienced that sense of strength which 
comes from oneness in the Saviour. ; 
“Eternal Theosopical lecturer, 
Torment.” Mrs. Besant, lately endeav. i 
oured to direct hostility to 4: 
the Evangelical Alliance by saying that the Hf 
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World -Missions and Unity. 


Test j§§ We have read with gladness 
E the record of the successful 
in France. tent meetings held near the 


a 
2 


ig 
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practically all the leading Evangelical 
workers in Spain, who believe the time has 
come when Evangelicalism should speak 
with a united voice and bring home to the 
rulers of the kingdom the duty of pre- 
serving and extending religious liberty. 
The Evangelical Alliance, working from its 
London office, has a long record of faithful 
work in Spain, and it was said there was 
no need for the Alliance in Spain, as it is 
already at work in spirit. Every month in 
the cities joint prayer meetings have been 
held, at which the members of the different 
Churches meet together in one another's 


Notes and Reviews. 


churches. The growth of Spanish Pro- 
testantism, the acknowledgment of the lega! 
rights of Protestants, and the necessity of 
joint action have made the organisation of 


loyally, shall we not grant all men the right 
to interpret Christ for themselves?” 
question appears to admit of but one 
answer, and yet there is something to be 
said on the other side. The interpretations 
of Christ have been many and conflicting. 
The heresies of the early Church are being 
repeated nowadays, and no student of 
Church history fails to see that had 


not exist to-day, and had Arianism won the 
battle we should have had an “all too 
human Christ.” There is a standard that 
must be used in foreign as well as home 
work, and that standard is found i 
written: Word. The infallibili 
Church has broken down, and the 
is as liable to err again as it has erred i 
the past. True co-operation must have its 
appeal to Holy Scripture as the last court 
that decides the question of the truth or 
falsity of teaching. We may and do differ 
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and many have borne testimony to Christ. 
A member of the French Senate has 
thrown himself most heartily into the work 
is a clear call to the land. 
rnate 
; hose A United At the conclusion of an 
} Front. cloquent paper in advocacy of 
; co-operation in’ the Mission 
Field, the writer concludes: “We are 
united in the aim to give men Christ and 
His Word. While we teach our own views 
overcoming life. 
The We record the formation of 
Evangelical a Spanish Branch of the 
Alliance World's Evangelical Alliance. 
in Spain. This has been accomplished 
by the union of the leaders of 


to of 
it is only 
is @ 


It may well be asked: “Is 
Mohammed the intimate companion, the 
availing comforter, the mighty deliverer of 
the pious Moslem, as Christ is of the 
Christian?" He is not, and much as we 
regret the individual public abandonment 
of Christianity for Islam, we do rot believe 
that the Prophet will ever attract the hearts 
of those who have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious. We have to remember that those 
who know Islam best think least about its 
claims to be the absolute religion. 


federated their work. At first it seemed 
almost impossible for organisations that 
observe the sacraments of the Gospel to 


Review of Missions a frank 

criticism of Protestant mis- 
sionary methods. He points out that the 
Protestant principle of individualism en- 
dangers unity, and mentions that there are 
in England more than 100 different denomi- 
nations, and in the Usited States about 
150. He says that from these countries 
come most Protestant missionaries to China, 
and he contrasts the successes of the Roman 
missionaries with those of Protestantism. 
“In China,” he says, “the Roman Church 
has 1,400,000 converts and 400,000 cate. 
chumens, who constitute nearly 70 per cent. 
of the Christian population. The assur- 
ance of ecclesiastical and, consequently, of 


national unity depends on the influence 


and success of Roman Catholic missions.” 
We also read that there is less favour shown 
by both Protestants and Roman Catholics to 


any delimitation of territory, and that the 


experiences of recent years have shown 
that it is just such agreements that most 
readily give rise to fresh misunderstandings 
and disputes. It is a fact that as a rule 
the comity of missionary agreements have 
been faithfully observed by Protestant mis- 
sionary societies, and this fact in itself 
proves that there is a close bond between 
all Evangelical missions. It is absurd to 
argue that the hundred and more Protestant 


bodies are being reproduced in the field. 


unite with those who do not. Dr. Hodgkin 


explains that there are many Friends who 


observe the sacraments; but there is full - 


liberty given to those who conscientiously 
feel unable to partake. This liberty is now 
exercised in the three Churches, and in the 
Churches where the sacraments are not 


This is not the case. 


Theory and The Rev. John Harris, in 
Fact. his book on Africa, notes that 
administrators and commercial 
men hold very often Protestant mission- 
aries in contempt and esteem Roman 


Catholic missionaries highly. He seeks 


observed full provision will be made for 


administering them to those who, moving 
from other Churches, ask for the provision. 
This isa marked advance in the direction 
of co-operation with the Society of Friends. 
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for a reason, and discovers it in the greater 
freedom allowed Protestant missionaries, 
who criticise administrators, report abuses, 
and generally give any form of oppression or 
iniquity a“ quick, even reckless, exposure.” 
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im the interpretation of certain passages, At the close of the Madagascar Conferences I 
but the main lesson of Bible study is that « Continuation Committee was formed, “ to | 
on vital points its students come to the serve as a means whereby the Christian ; 
same conclusions. The Bible cannot be forces in Madagascar may express them. if 
displaced from its position as the guide to selves unitedly when they so desire.” Such 
i wi 
Mohammedan A short time ago an Irish proof of the that 
— peer obtained unenviable brethren dwelling together in unity. f 
m notoriety by embracing rit 
Mohammedanism. He ac- Roman Catholic Father Schwager has writ- | 
cepted the teaching of the Koran, and and Protestant ten for the /#ternational | 
publicly made confession of his faith in the F 
Prophet. This may have seemed strange f 
those who read the account, but | 
one of many sigus that there . 
of the public who are ready to 
Union in The London, the Paris, and 
Madagascar. the Friends’ Missionary So- 
cieties in Madagascar have 
| 


that are white in tradition and are occupied 
almost entirely by men of European descent. 
With Japan in alliance with England, China 
becoming conscious of her strength—now 


Yellow Peril may before many years be- 
come a great menace, and it is far easier 


“The Missionary Obligation and 


Modern Thought.”* 
A Review of Dr. Garvie’s Recent Volume. 
By Rev. Prebendary H. E. Fox, M.A 


WHATEVER comes from the of this 
learned and devout writer the 
respect and attention of thoughtful people. 


Many will be interested in these lectures 


lately delivered by him in the Board Room 
of the London Missionary Society, and there 
will be sincere hope that his earnest appeal 
will be successful in regard to those to whom 
it is ially addressed. 

It a serious fact that such an appeal 
should be needed. It is made, as the writer 
remarks in his introduction, not to those 
whose “ motive and reasons for Foreign Mis- 
sions are almost quite the same as a century 
ago,” when the Evangelical revival kindled 
an interest in the Evangelisation of the world, 
but to those whose sense of obligation in this 


**'The Missionary Obligation and Modern 
Thought.” By A. E. Garvie, M.A. 
(London : Hodder & Stoughton 2s. net) 
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respect has passed away with the surrender 
of the theology with which that sense had 
hitherto been associated (p. 3). 

The chief object of these lectures is to 
correct this tendency by endeavouring to 
show that a change in the “motive” and 
“reasons "should make no difference in the 
Evangelistic energy which, he admits, was 
the distinct outcome of the old Evangelical 
convictions, and continues to be so wherever 
these convictions are maintained. 

Dr. Garvie deplores the fact that the decline 
in missionary zeal is coincident with the 


_ development of modern thought. He is not 


the first to do so. It is well known that some 
of our leading and strongest missionary 
societies have been seriously affected by 
this cause. It is several years since Dr. 
Julius Richter (an expert in missionary 
policy) gave some striking evidence in the 
C.M.S. Review as to the disastrous effect on 
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. He shows how the Congo crime was ex- 
| posed by the Protestant mission, although 
the Roman Catholic missions were more 
numerous. The slavery of San Thome and 
Angola has been révealed by Protestant for 
missionaries, for the priests stood by and the United States and Australia, 
for the most part witnessed the infamous growth of means of communication 
trafic without protest. He notices that pressure of population are raising 
there is reason to believe that this anti- hearts of Asiatics the hope of securing 
pathy may increase, for it is clear that men comfortable means of livelihood in EEE 
do not wish to be checked in their rapacity 
to make wealth rapidly, and to traders 
of this description missions must be an 
obstacle. Mere numbers are not always | 
a test of success, as we need to know the that mines are being worked and her people 
principle on which statistical returns are becoming more settled under the Republican 
made as well as the sum total of the census. government—and India with her overflowing | 
. Wholesale baptisms and political policy millions, we see prospects of mighty changes | 
/ may greatly increase the returns from a that will tax the wisdom of governments 
| centre of activity, whereas Churches that and may lead to very serious troubles. 
; have strict tests may appear to grow very Only on a Christian basis and in a Christian 
| slowly. spirit can the problem be solved. The 
Maru. ese name of Komagata Maru to give rise to trouble unwise 
3 lay off Vancouver with a than to remove its consequences when it 
ii number of Indian passengers waiting for spreads. 
i 
| | 


others have since attention to similar 
consequences. The book, however, 
while recognising fact, goes further, 


well be followed by some of our recent pam- 
phieteers. He justly rebukes both “ reckless 
defenders” as well as “ruthless assailants” 


confirmed to them, as they are 
ho 


the indwelling Spirit, w 
them into vital fellowship with the 


a 


et mutabile semper” might be much more 
ap lately given to “modern thought” 
and sequela. It is earnestly to be 

that Dr. Garvie's appeal to this class 
of modernists will meet with the re- 
sponse which he desires. His own pare 
is moderate and in some respects distinctly 
conservative. While he makes concessions 
which we regret, and expresses himself as 
approving the “ assured results” (we thought 
the term was now only used in irony) of 
Higher Criticism, he holds, on the other 
hand, to a large extent the essential doc- 


trines of that Evangelical 
sometimes, indeed, credits the new school 


with the of conclusions which 
have been held by staunch su 
of the beliefs. -To ive one 


hand created and co-related 
Divine purpose. The two illustrations which 
he offers on this point (pp. 29, 30) are hardly 
what one would expect from a theologian 
of such distinction, for even the average man 
can see that they may bear quite a different 
explanation from that which is put upon 
them here. 

The doctor remonstrates with good reason 
and sound irdgment against the degradation 
to which our Lord has been subjected by 
some mod«rn critics. “ Jesus is made so com- 

letely a man of His own age and 
hide the Christ for all men, who is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. But this 
reduction of Jesus to a Jew, a little wiser and 
better than His fellow-countrymen, leaves the 
origin of Christianity altogether unexplained. 
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missions abroad from the same cause. So did 
Bishop Honda in his report to the Edinburgh | 
and is 4m attempt to show that the results ee (p. 22) the newer view f 
lamented are not the necessary consequences of the Bible makes it appear more Christo. y! 
of a mew phase of religious opinions, but that centric.” He must have forgotten what he i 
the old results ought to be maintained and has read of the Evangelical fathers of the ; 
even improved under the changed conditions. last century if he does not recall that this , 
To some it will seem that the argument was one of the prominent features in their 
Biblical expositions and books of devotion. 
of which has, as we know on the It was a familiar saying among them that as \ 
highest authority, its application in the sphere all roads in England ted to London, so, for ; 
Dr. Garvie writes with « toleration and of the Bible led to Christ; indeed they dis- 
fairness which disarm criticism, and might covered Christ in many places, as Mosaic 
| ritual, Psalms, and prophecies, from which 
| the “ modern thought” has sternly excluded 
Him. 
every traditional opinic Dr. Garvie, however, is in fall sympathy 
authority and influence of the Bible. But with the older school in such vital questions . 
this was hardly necessary. Extremists of §§ as the personal character and work of the 
this sort count for little cither in numbers Lord Jesus Christ. Me pleads strongly for : 
or weight. Those whom he addresses belong an “ objective atonement” wrought on the 
to the much larger body who are neither 
“reckless” nor “ruthless.” Many of them on p. 55 says: “.... He who finds in what 
still bold in reverence the truths of revealed he is pleased to call his ‘ advanced ' liberal . 
theology an escape from the call to self. | 
sacrifice in kingdom of Christ 
in the world is, by life he prefers, giving | 
the best disproof of the truth he professes. 
Any speculation about the condition and 
destiny of the heathen which is inconsistent 
with the doctrine and practice of the Cross 
may be confidently »ronounced unsafe and 
hurtful.” 
He is, perhaps, too fond of differentiating 
between the “husk and the kernel.” It is a 
familiar phrase of the leciiure room, which 
catches the incautious, but will sot bear 
close investigation, for it needs more than 
considerations, almost invariably taken over human wisdom to say which is which, end 
at second or third hand, which, to use the in nature, as in revelation, the same Divine 
definitions of an Oxford professor, distinguish 
the “ cultured modern man " from the “ simple 
believer.” Few of them know exactly where 
they are o¢ whither they may drift. Virgil's ; 
discourteous description of woman as “ varium 
| 
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‘De not sneer at the narrowness of former 


‘making perfectly sare that you are 


days without 
, and that you have ~ 

you have found newer ones that are 
American Baptist Magazine.) 


foundations, because no superstructure can stand without 


a basis beneath you. 
at the old faiths, unless 
lives. 


Do not sneer at 


sneer 
that produce 


A Werd of 
Counsel. 
> not 
and 


them. 
D 
truer 


(From Missions,” 


| 
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down feeling that we had come to know the 
inhabitants of the continent mach better than 


when we undertook the study of “ Dawn in 


Darkest Africa.” 


RESTATEMENT AND REUNION. By the 
Rev. B. H. Steenrer. (London: Mac- 
millan. 2s. 6d. net.) 
One of the outstanding facts of the 
time is the combination in the same individual 


of what must appear to many to be a conflict 
of ideals. The Editor of “ Foundations " holds 
that the difficulties to the belief in miracles 
arises from the mature of the evidence. He 
thinks that “ there are many believers in the 
Divinity of our Lord who are convinced that 
the future of Christianity — on its 
being proved to be possible to dissociate that 


< 
3 
= 
a 


Christian in language that cannot fail 


promise of a response on the part 


life eternal. All this is true, but take away 
the miraculous clement from the Gospel and 
what is left to us? We believe that the 
spiritual order of the world includes miracle, 
and we cannot surrender the truth of the 
Gospel records in order to fit our message in 
with the changing needs of a transient philo- 
sophical or scientific conception. 

We cannot follow Mr. Streeter in his 
cussion of the many questions he raises, 
although we bear tri to his earnestness, 
but his whole outlook may be judged by his 
discussion of the Kikuyu controversy. He 
believes that an ecirenicon may be attained by 
laying down the principles that “ Members of 


non-episcopal Churches living within easy 
and convenient reach of the ministrations of 
their own denomination should not be ad. 
mitted to Communion tnless in highly 
exceptional circumstances.” “Insomuch as 


should himself partake of the Communion 
when administered by one who is not epis- 
cessions the Hig urc might 
asked to recognise 

category of a special dispensation for excep- 
tional cases—the relaxation of the Confirma- 
tion Rubric where «a Christian, 
leading a moral life, is out of reach of the 
regular ministrations of his own Communion. 
In other words, an ordained minister of 
an Episcopal Church is ander no circum- 
stances to acknowledge the validity of non- 
episcopal Communion, whereas a non-epis- 
copally ordained minister is permitted to 
accept the Communion given 
pally ordained minister. What will the 
native converts think of this discrimination ? 
After all, they, too, have minds and can draw 
inferences. 


BEYOND THE PIR PANJAL. By Dr. 
ERNEST F. NEVE. (London: Church 
Missionary Society. 2s. 6d.) 

This new edition of Dr. Neve's book, with 
its many beautiful illustrations, is delightful 
and in ng feading. It tells the tale of 
twenty-five years’ missionary activity in 
Kashmir, and brings a living picture before 
the mind. Cheap, well printed, and vigorously 
written, we have read it with profit and plea- 
sure, and trust that it will have a wide circula- 
tion in its present form. 

[We are compelled to hold over several reviews, 
including “ Travel and Politics in Armenia,” by 
Noel Buxton and Harold Buxton —Ep | , 
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the action of an of any may be 
interpreted as to some extent committing the 
society as a whole; so Bishop or Priest, 
whether at home or in the mission field 
to 
poe Bw is when he its 
—— as embracing six main ideas. 
Ch nity is disposition of the soul, a resul- 
tant course of action, a consequent achieve. 
of the Divine to such feeble efforts as we may 
make, the assurance that failure may be 
retrieved, and the sure and certain hope of 
Messrs. BARCLAY & Cc 
Offer. 19, 
made to On coder of = 
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St Vicarage, 
558, Caledonian Road, Holloway, Londos, N. 


Dull Eyes made Sparkle!! 


Dear Friend, 

) To live in some streets of London during this very 
hot weather is sufficiently exhausting. At the close 
of a hard dey’s work one feels absolutely ‘‘limp’’ and 
**done-up.’’ This often reacts on the spirits, and brings 
about a strange depression. When, in addition, there 
is the feeling that there cannot Fong tnd be any break 


in the monotonous grind day day, it becomes a q 
real question with some, “* se life worth living in | 
London under such circumstances?’ 


The quick change from dreary depression to joyous 
elation at the prospect of a fortnight at the seaside is 
wonderful. I have seen tired faces transformed into 
beaming ones, and dull eyes made to erate sparkle 
at the magic words, “ I can errange @ fortnight for. 
you at the sea.’’ 


One mother wrote: ‘‘How can I thank you enough 
for arranging a visit to the seaside for us this year ? 
Only the day before you spoke to me about this, m 
husband had said: ‘A holiday this year is out-of the 

uestion.’ Now we are looking forward to it with keen 
delight. The children seem mad with joy, and can 
think and talk of nothing else!’’ 

I appeal for help to bring such gladness into other 
families. It is often the genteel and better class, who 


have to keep up a respectable appearance on a very 
small income or lose their position, that find it im- 


possible to get away for a holiday. 


A £8 note will send five adults to tte seaside fore 
fortnight; 21 8s. will give one a couple of weeks, and 
12s. 6d. send a needy one away fora week. | 


Gifts may be sent direct to me at above address. 
Yours in His Happy Service, 


4 
| 
| 
i 
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THE 


LORD BISHOP DURHAM 


‘Speaking at the Meeting of the 
Church Missions 
some year: ago. 

“1 eaw some of the work of the L.C_M. in 
y Deblia, and to the end of m 
da will thank God FOR THE EN- 
COURAGEMENT TO FAITH. FOR THE 
SENSE OF THE WORK OF HIS HOLY 
SPIRIT, POR THE MINGLED BOLD.- 


NESS AND SPIRITUALITY. THE 
ORDER AND POWER which seemed to me 


to pervade that work in every department.” 


The work of Preaching the Coapd and 
the Se reptares the Romanists 
I is still on by the Society 


just as it was when the Rishop of Durham 

uttered the above words, only that 

tunit'es for open-air col- 
work are greater now than they 


Contrib ations will be thankfully received by i 
| The SECRETARIES, 
i, Buckingham Street, Strand, London wc} 


Che Church Armp. 


Alm; To brimg the individual soul to a saving 


MORAVIAN 


OLDEST TO HEATHEN 
FIRST TO LEPERS 


The LONDON ASSOCIATION earnestly 


2 The Mesiem Call, too, in East 


Central Africa is very urgent Already the 
initial stage has been blessed and is full 


of promi:e. Special funds are asked for 


LEBANON HOSPITAL 


FOR MENTAL DISEASES, 
Asturiyeh, Beyreut, Syria. 

The demands on .this Hospital in Bible 
Lands urgently call for wider support. 
Will YOU become an Annual 

of 5/- or upwards f 
Address : The General Secretary, 


LEBANON HOSPITAL OFFICE, 
35, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 


TO CHRISTIAN LADIBS! 


The Alliance Club, 


CURZON STREET, MAYTAIR. 


Situated in a quiet bet most central position close 
to Piccadilly, and conducted on Christian lines. 


SUBSCRIPTION . Tunas Guiwnas, 


en. Sec. : Mana. 


for 
1. The tasufficiency is very serious. 
£3,000 more than last year is urgenily 
needed to avert still further curtail- 
ment. At present, alas, Income is less 
| NB—The Leper Heme. Jerussiom, siso 
were then. are more te GS bw sso, 
‘ while enlargement wanted — 
take advantage of these opportunitie .. — can 
Contributions will be gratefully received and further 
information given by the Rev W. WETTON COX, 
| . 1, New 
| 
| 
MISSIONS continually proceeding in citics 
and hamlets; in prisons, workhouses, and reforma- 
tories ; om sea-shore ; in barracks; to hop-pickers, 
harvesters, and other special classes. Hundreds of | 
Parochial Evangelists and Mission Sisters working | 
under Clergy. Sixty-seven Mission Vans. 
Annnally as Evangelists and Mission Sisters. 
120 LABOUR HOMES 20d similar in- 
sexes. RESCUE WORK. Hetp for prisoners’ 
families. Aid for homest, distressed men and 
women. FARM GOLONY. Fresh Air 
and Temperance Meemes for Women. 
FUN. Clothes, and Firewood 
| 
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(British Organisation), 
—— 19, RUSSELL SQUARE, LONDON, w.c. -—-— 


BUSINESS USUAL 


during the War to maintain national honour; to 
defend the rights of weaker nations; to preserve 
freedom; and to prevent Europe from falling 
under the domination of a military caste inspired 
by anti-Christian philosophies. 


“The battle is not yours, but God's. 


THE UNIVERSAL WEEK PRAYER 


Preparations for the 69th Annval Observance of 
the Universal Week of Prayer (organised hy the 
Evangelical Alliance since 1846) are now complete. 
Full Programmes, in various foreign languages, 
and all particulars can be obtained from the 
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FRIENDS ARMENIA. 


Office and Embroidery Depot 
471, VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, 5.W. 


10-5 SATURDAYS, 10-4. Vel: Vie. 108. 


President LADY PREDERICK CAVENDISH. 
Chairman and Hen. Treasurer W. BROOKS, 
Heo. Gecretery - - Mrs. MARY HICKSON. 
Office Secretary Mises B. HICKSON. 


Aw attractive stock of delicate hand embroideries and drawn-thread work is now 

on view at our showrooms at 47, Victoria Street, S.W. This work has been 

done by Armenian widows and orphans, and by our sales we are helping these 
poor and sorely distressed people to become self-supporting. 


ARMEMAN WIDOWS AT WORK. 


Readers of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM are specially invited to call amd inspect the 
articles, which are all moderately priced. A speciality is made of finely embroidered Irish 
Linen Handkerchiefs, but the stock also comprises hand-made lace by the yard, afternoon . 
tea cloths, tray cloths, table covers, table centres, nightdress cases, dainty bags, &c., &c. 
' Parcels are gladly sent on approval on receipt of reference. Apply to the Office 
Secretary, Miss Hickson. oe 

Write for Illustrated List. 
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